The New Face of Southern Oregon Film

BY GARY KOUT, MODERATOR,
SOUTHERN OREGON FILM AND TELEWIS 0N

wveryone knows the South-

west region of Oregon is

home to startling natural
beauty and tremendouns culiural
activities, from the wild and scenic
Rogue River and the Cregon
Shakespeare Festival, to the splen-
dor of Crater Lake and the quaint
cities and towns replete with art
galleries and artisans. Lesser
Imowm amongat this natural splen
dor and high quality of life i= a
thriving and active community of
filmmalcer=, and it'’s high time we
were recognized as auch.

I mowed to Ashland four vears
ago from Los Angeles seeking a
better quality of life, never expect-
ing to find so many fellow film-
makers and media professionals,
established production compa-
nies, and frequent feature produc
tions. The third independent
feature 1 have worked on in the

Rogue Vallev in just two vears
recently wrapped principal
photography. But there have been
other films [ haven't worked on—
some | didnt even know were
being shot at the time. 've been
imvolved with some commercial
and corporate/industrial produc-
tion companies, only to discover
many more here.

How can it be in a place this
small I've only begun to scratch
the surface? I could expect to
not know evervone in a large
market like Loz Angeles or
Portland, but down here, it
didn't make senze. Besides,
how could we make a bigger
name for ourselves against the
larger film markets of Portland
and it2 surrounding communi-
ties if we were so unconnected?

In the apirit of bringing the
various arms of media and film
production in Southermn Oregon
together, I started Southern
Oregon Film and Television, or

SOFAT for short. Created in the
maold of other industry networlk:
ing groups, SOFAT operates
primarily through a
Yahoo!group Web site and e-
mail structure. Membership is
limited to working profession-
als in the Southern Oregon film,
TV and media industries. There
are ouwrrently around 50
members  with  enrollment
nowhere near complete. Every
other day [ am introduced to
aomeone else suitable for
S0OFAT. Some membership
inquiries have been turned
down due to their lack of prac-
tical experience in the industry;
a love of movies or a spec script
in the computer does not a
SOFAT member make!

Some may remember a group
called S0OFVA, the Southern
Cregon Film and Video Associ-
ation, which existed for several
vears, The group eventually fell
prev to its own membership,

too many of whom lacked the
credentials and experience to
malke the group legitimate
enough to advocate for its
needs. SOFAT is here to fill the
void left by the disappearance
of SOFVA. Already, SOFAT is
recognized by the Oregon Film
Office as a wiable group in
Southern Oregon, and the
OMPA has requested a greater
presence from us, offering
extended deadlines for submis-
sion and reduced rates in order
to swell our ranks in their publi-
cation of The Source Directory.

There isn't much we can't
handle down here with the
infrastructure that exists, and
combined with the natural
beauty and film-friendly envi-
ronment, Southermn Oregon is
the next hig thing in the Oregon
film industry.

To contact SOFAT, please
visit httpfmovies. groups.
vahoo,com/group/aofaty,
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